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Q: Today is February 16, 2005. This is an interview with Alfred H. Moses. What does the H
stand for?

MOSES: Henry.
Q: Henry. This is being done on behalf of the Association for Diplomatic Studies and Training,
and | am Charles Stuart Kennedy. | notice by listening to conversations you have had that you
have been able to hang on to the name Alfred. With people this must have been a battle in early
years.

MOSES: Well it was Al early on and Al still. | don't really care. My family always called me
Alfred.
Q: Well to begin with, could you tell me when and where you were born?

MOSES: Sure. July 24, 1929 in Baltimore, Maryland.
Q: Then could you tell me a little bit about the family. Let's take your father's side. Where did it
come from?

MOSES: My father's family, the Moses's, came from Germany, from a small town called

Grobropperhausen in the Rhine valley. | have been there. The family lived there for three to four
hundred years.

Q: What were they doing?



MOSES: They were dealers in cattle hides. My grandfather came to this country in 1872 as a
boy of 15, after German Unification.
Q: Did he come to Baltimore?

MOSES: No, he went to Statesville, North Carolina. That is where my father was born.

Q: Well why Statesville, North Carolina. | can think of Baltimore being sort of a very much
German town, but Statesville, North Carolina?

MOSES: There was a family from Grobropperhausen named Wallace. | doubt the name was
Wallace in Germany, but it was Wallace in the United States. They were in the medicinal herb
business. My grandfather went to Statesville, North Carolina to work for them.

Q: Fine. Well then did your father grow up in Statesville?

MOSES: No. His father died when he was three years of age, and his mother, who was from
Baltimore, moved back to Baltimore. My grandfather is buried in Statesville. | visited his grave a
few years ago to say the "kaddish," the Jewish mourner's prayer.

Q: And what did your father do in Baltimore?

MOSES: He was a hat manufacturer. It was his grandfather's business, his maternal
grandfather.

Q: Well did your father go to college?

MOSES: He did not. He graduated from an all-boys academic high school first in his class,
but he was the oldest son of a widowed mother, and he went to work in the family business.

Q: Well usually in those days, if you graduated from one of the good high schools, this was
probably as good an education as any kid could get anyway.

MOSES: Well it was good. He was very intelligent. He studied calculus, classical Greek, Latin,

German and, of course, English. He was well read. His brother, who was two years younger,
graduated first in his class from Johns Hopkins.



Q: Well on your mother's side, where did they come from?

MOSES: We only got to my father's father. My father's mother was born in England in 1863
and came here when Abraham Lincoln was president. She came as an infant and lived to be
101, so | knew her very well.

Q: Good heavens.

MOSES: Her mother was from Grodno, Poland, and her father from Posen, Germany-Poland.
Her father, my great-grandfather, moved to England as a boy, where he was apprenticed to a
tailor. Her mother went to Manchester from Grodno as a very young girl, and came to the United
States with my grandmother in 1863.

Q: Well how did your mother and father get together?

MOSES: In Baltimore. My father moved back to Baltimore when his father died in 1890. My
mother's family was in Baltimore. Her father's family, their name was Lobe, came from Holland.

Her mother's father's name was Bachrach and they came from Germany. The Lobe's came here
in 1830, and the Bachrach's in the 1840's.

Q: Well then basically you grew up in Baltimore?

MOSES: | did.

Q: What part of Baltimore?

MOSES: Northwest Baltimore.

Q: How sort of Jewish was your upbringing? Was this a strong element in your family and
neighborhood or not?

MOSES: Yes. | went to public school, but | also went to religious school three days a week.
We kept the dietary laws. We did not work or ride on the Sabbath from Friday night to Saturday
night. My father and | went to synagogue every Saturday. We walked. It was very central to my
upbringing, but not to the exclusion of a larger slice of life.



Q: Well describe about during the period you were there, the Jewish community in Baltimore.

MOSES: The community numbered about 100,000 people. My father's family had been very
prominent in the community. My great-grandfather, Michael Simon Levy, had been one of the
pillars of the community, one of the major philanthropists, and that carried over to his sons. Less
so in my father's generation because the business, which was the hat business, was on the
decline.

Q: It was straw hats.

MOSES: Yes. In its day, it was the largest straw hat manufacturer in the world.

Q: Yes, | recall vividly on the 21st of June...

MOSES: Fifteenth of May, Straw Hat Day. Here you see a picture of my great-grandfather's
straw hat factory, which, as | stated, was at one time the largest straw hat manufacturer in the
world.

Q: Well it was the fifteenth of May and then what was the day, was it Labor Day you put your fist
through the straw hat?

MOSES: | think it was the fifteenth of September. But | have had a great Talmudic debate with
a friend as to when you put on a felt hat. The rule is the fifteenth of September, but if Rosh
Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, comes earlier, you don a felt hat then. So it is May 15 to Rosh
Hashanah, or September 15, whichever comes first.

Q: Today, we both come from the same generation, | was born in 1928. We know the straw hat
culture which is gone.

MOSES: It is all gone.
Q: Well now, did your family, | heard on the telephone a little while ago that you have a sister
named Claire. How many brothers and sisters?

MOSES: | have two sisters, Claire and Amalie. Amalie is older, Claire the younger.



Q: Well now what was family life like sort of growing up at home?

MOSES: Idyllic.

Q: Talk a little about it.

MOSES: My father was a serious person, highly intelligent, a bit nervous, quite anxious. He
always had forebodings of economic disaster.

Q: He had been through the depression.

MOSES: He had survived the depression. In 1933 my father and mother built a lovely home
on an acre of ground in Baltimore. It is still there, a stucco home of some 5000 to 5500 square
feet. Next to us was a farm of some 14 acres. Behind us were woods. Down the street were
woods. It was a lovely street. We knew all of our neighbors. We had a very stable upbringing. My
mother was a college graduate and was also highly intelligent.

Q: Where did she go to college?

MOSES: Goucher.

Q: Of course this is the pre-eminent girl's school in Baltimore.

MOSES: She graduated in 1924. She was 17 years younger than my father. This was the first
and only marriage for both of them. They were both very much involved in community work, my
father exclusively in Jewish organizations. He was president of Sinai Hospital and the Board of
Jewish Education. My mother, in later years, was president of the women's board of Sinai
Hospital. During the war, she was very active in the Red Cross. She headed up training for
volunteers. At the time of her death or slightly before she died, she had been president of the
Children's Guild in Baltimore which is for children with major physical and emotional problems.
Both of my parents were very active in the community, and interested in the world around them.

Q: Well how about sort of around the dining room table? Were there a lot of discussions about
world events?



MOSES: All the time. We grew up with that. My father would make pronouncements, which
may or may not have had a basis in fact. My mother was more inquiring, and she tried to nurture
iIn me and my sisters an interest in the world around us. | was very conscious of world events
from early childhood. | remember seeing war cards depicting the ltalian atrocities in Ethiopia.
The invasion took place in '36. | was seven years old.

Q: About '36. | remember...

MOSES: | remember Munich as if it were yesterday. My mother picked me up at school and
said, "There is not going to be a war." | was so disappointed. Of course, | remember the German
invasion of Poland, Friday, September 1, 1939, and two days later the British and French
declared war. The invasion was on the 1st of September, and the declaration of war was on the
3rd. | followed maps of the German invasion of Poland and later the German invasion of Russia,
and the Russian counterattacks in the winters of '42 and '43; | was intently aware of what was
happening around the world. | knew the names of most of the world leaders. | knew the names
of every country in the world. | could identify them on maps. There were not that many then.

Q: | am sure for you, too, as for me, it was horrible, but a great geography lesson.

MOSES: Actually, | learned geography from my stamp collection. As | said, | knew the
countries; | knew the leaders. | remember King Zog of Albania, the Italian invasion of Albania,
King Boris of Bulgaria, and King Michael of Romania. | remember Colonel Beck, the foreign
minister of Poland. Ribbentrop, Molotov; those names are like my family in terms of familiarity. |
remember Daladier returning to Paris from Munich, Chamberlain to London in September 1938.

Q: Were you getting information mainly from the radio or newspapers, the Baltimore Sun?

MOSES: The Baltimore Sun is all | read. Also from the radio, but primarily from the newspaper.

Q: Well now did the enormity of what Hitler was doing to the Jews in Germany prior to the war,
was that coming through. | was wondering whether there were Jewish refugees coming to
Baltimore or were they mainly directed towards New York?

MOSES: Oh no, we had hundreds and hundreds. Our family sponsored a few. Our family
didn't do as much as we should have done. But in our small Orthodox synagogue in Baltimore
after Kristallnacht, a whole congregation came from Frankfurt along with its rabbi. So there must
have been a hundred or so in that small synagogue who had survived Kristallnacht.



Q: | mean as a young boy with your parents and all, were you absorbing the enormity of what
was happening?

MOSES: Yes, and | was not surprised by what we learned when the camps were liberated in
January, 1945. | had assumed that Hitler killed most Jews in Germany and beyond.
Q: What about in Baltimore. Was there anti-Semitism? One thinks of H.L. Mencken who was the

Sage of Baltimore.

MOSES: | have read Mencken. Mencken was anti-Semitic.

Q: Oh very much so, but | am not sure whether that came out later or whether...

MOSES: Well he was always thought of as a curmudgeon. My parents for some reason
admired Mencken, | think because he had written for the Baltimore Sun and later the Mercury.
Q:?7?7? and he was thought of as being a curmudgeon, and of course the American Language
Book and all this.

MOSES: He was a clever writer. He was anti-Semitic. He was German and lived in West
Baltimore where German ethnicity was high. He wasn't a Nazi; he just found Jews to be alien to

his culture, and | think, in a way, he probably found them a bit challenging to his intellectual
highness.

Q: Well in a way he wasn't just anti-Semitic. He was anti just about everything else you could
think of.

MOSES: He was a curmudgeon.

Q: Well tell me...

MOSES: He was also anti-black.

Q: Oh yeah. Did you find, did you sense was there anti-Semitism. Were there bounds where you
didn't...



MOSES: Oh totally. Jews weren't allowed to live in certain sections of Baltimore, the better
sections. There were country clubs where Jews couldn't go or be members. Many of the
businesses in Baltimore didn't hire Jews. Jews were prominent in manufacturing, particularly
apparel. Large men's clothing manufacturers were Jewish. Jews were prominent in the
professions, particularly medicine. There were prominent Jewish lawyers, but Jewish lawyers
were Iin their firms, Christian lawyers in their firms. The big firms had no Jews. Jews taught in
the public school system, but by my time there weren't vast numbers. They owned retail stores.
Department stores were primarily, but not exclusively, Jewish. The two largest locally owned
department stores, Hutzler Brothers and Hochschild-Kohn's were Jewish. They were the two
best department stores in Baltimore. It was a very, if not entirely, segregated city.

Q: | came into the foreign service in 1955, and for all of us in that generation in the foreign
service, our absolute must was going over to Baltimore to T.l. Swartz where you could find for 45
bucks you could buy very good suits. And the nice thing about it, any season you could get a
summer suit in the middle of the winter in case you were off to Equatorial Guinea or someplace
like that.

MOSES: Well, Swartz catered to the Foreign Service; it was a big part of their business. |

knew the Swartz family. They were lovely people.

Q: Well they turned out. | remember going to a cocktail party one time and a bunch of foreign
service officers were talking about it. We all opened our coats, and we all had the T.l. Swartz
label in it.

MOSES: Well, Pic Swartz, whose father was one of the principals in that business is now
living in San Antonio.
Q: Well in school, and out of school too, in the first place were you much of a reader?

MOSES: | would say yes. But my intellectual interests developed incrementally starting in high
school, mushrooming in college and graduate school, and then law school and beyond.

Q: Well sort of at the elementary school level, what sorts of things interested you?

MOSES: Elementary school? Nothing, except maybe the end of school and lunch hour.



Q: Well recess t0o0.

MOSES: Recess, yes. | liked to fight. | was a poor student in elementary school.

Q: Was this a burden to your mother and particularly to your father?

MOSES: My father determined that | would never go anywhere. In fact after | went on and
became "successful,” he said, "Alfred, | never thought you would amount to much." My older
sister was a wonderful student. But | did very poorly in grammar school, not much better in
junior high school. | did reasonably well in high school, and by my senior year | was first in my
class in college. So | moved along.

Q: In high school, what sorts of activities were you interested in?

MOSES: | played sports. | did my schoolwork, and really not much else.

Q: Did you find dating was pretty well segregated?

MOSES: Yes, | went out almost entirely with Jewish girls in my parents' social circle, which
was boring as hell. But when | was still in high school, | met a Catholic girl. | guess | shouldn't
say her name. She was terrific, and | went with her for awhile; then we broke off. In college, |
dated, if not exclusively, mostly Jewish girls. After college and graduate school, | had a very
good lady friend who later married a professor at Yale. She was Catholic, but my wife, who died
last year, was Jewish. The woman | am presently seeing is Jewish. My social circle, certainly in
Washington, was probably 70% non-Jewish.

Q: And of course things have changed so much over the years.

MOSES: These days, it is hard to remember who is Jewish and who is not Jewish.

Q: | grew up in a Protestant family, and my family was a little uncomfortable because | was

dating some Catholic girls from Baltimore.

MOSES: Well, | dated Christian girls at Goucher. Being exclusively Jewish was never a major
part of my life, although | am a very serious Jew.



Q: Where did you go to high school?

MOSES: A school called Baltimore City College. It was founded in 1839 when the word college
could also mean high school.
Q: From there where did you go?

MOSES: To Dartmouth College.

Q: Why Dartmouth?

MOSES: Because my mother liked it. | couldn't have cared less.

Q: Did the thought of being stuck in the middle of the wilderness bother you at all?

MOSES: | knew nothing. My mother and father traveled to Maine in the summer. One year
they motored through New Hampshire with friends. They said to each other, "This is where we
would like our sons to go." | got in but the other son did not. Later he became president of a fairly
large oil company that was the family business. The fact is my mother and father, particularly
my mother, liked what she saw at Dartmouth, probably the bucolic setting and general
ambiance and reputation. She was always attracted to the non-dewish world. She wanted me
and my sisters to make it big by her lights.

Q: Did you ever read Budd Schulberg?

MOSES: Sure.

Q: Because it was his portrayal of that...

MOSES: What did he write, Winter Carnival?

Q: Winter Carnival, and What Makes Sammy Run?

MOSES: What makes Sammy Run? Is not Dartmouth, it is Hollywood.



Q: New York too.

MOSES.: | forgot. | read it 40 years ago. Budd Schulberg went to Dartmouth.
Q: Yeah and | was just wondering because | think he was sort of a city boy going up to
Dartmouth.

MOSES: | was sure a city boy and | went to Dartmouth. | ended up liking Dartmouth a great
deal.
Q: What courses were you taking at Dartmouth?

MOSES: | majored in international relations.

Q: Was this in a way a natural progression from your interest as a boy in WWII|?

MOSES: Absolutely.

Q: Did you have any particular area in international relations that you were looking at?

MOSES: | knew Europe well. | became fascinated with China. | later studied Chinese in
Graduate school. | would say primarily European history. It came to me like a duck to water. |
say immodestly | was more aware of what was going on than anybody | knew at college. When |
took courses In history, government, economics, related to international relations, | just breezed
through.

Q: Well you were there from what '47.

MOSES: '47 to '51.
Q:'47 to'51. | had a comparable experience. | went to Williams from '46 to '50. Were you feeling
the impact of the veterans?

MOSES: You were there with Fred Shulman, Fred the Red.



Q: Oh yes absolutely. He wrote his book, "International Politics". | remember when he was
attacked by McCarthy. | mean a very fine man. And Williams responded very well | must say, to
the McCarthy things. They didn't back down. Did you find that, | know at my time there, the
veterans predominated. | mean there was a large...

MOSES: No, we had very few veterans in our class.

Q: | guess | caught the last.

MOSES: '46 was probably the last. '47 | don't think we had more than a handful of veterans.

Q: So this was not a thing. What was college life like then?

MOSES: It was for me a bit austere, a bit isolated. At least for the first two years not
particularly enjoyable. | struggled my first year just to do fairly well. My sophomore year | did
guite well, and my junior and senior years | did even better.

Q: Did you, | always think of that song, "Dartmouth is in town Again, Run girls Run." Did you...

MOSES: No, the girls all ran when | came to town.

Q: Did you get around to the other colleges?
MOSES: All the time. It would be nothing to drive down to Vassar and have a date, leave

Vassar at midnight, get back to Dartmouth at five in the morning and go to class. We were
crazy. It is a miracle any of us is alive.

Q: |1 didn't have a car, so | hitch hiked.

MOSES: | used to get rides with my friends. In my senior year | had a car.

Q: Did any professors there particularly grab you?



MOSES: Yes they did. | had a Chinese professor, Wing-Tsit Chan, who was actually a
Chinese culturist, but he taught Chinese history and that fascinated me. Then Professor John
Adams who wrote his doctoral dissertation at Princeton on the Serbian army's withdrawal to the
Adriatic after its defeat by the Austrians in 1915.

Q: Over Montenegro and all that. That was very nasty.

MOSES: Very nasty. Yes, that was his doctoral dissertation. He was a marvelous lecturer,
guite theatrical. | spoke this year at our 50th reunion at Dartmouth and recalled things he said. It
drew a laugh as it had 50 years ago. | took four or five courses from him and a professor named
John Gazley, a good European historian. Those were the three that | was closest to.

Q: Did you get much of Balkan History considering...

MOSES: A lot from Adams. | knew Balkan history very well. We had a course in Balkan

history. Not the Byzantine era, modern Balkan history. It wasn't until | read Norwich's history of

Byzantium that was three or four volumes - it goes up to the fall of Constantinople - that | got into
the earlier history of the Balkans.

Q: As you were going through college, were you, Iin the first place was the military in the offing or
not?

MOSES: No, | didn't go into the military until 1952.

Q: We both missed no more wars you know. | got out in June of 1950.

MOSES: That is just the right time. The invasion was in June of 1950.
Q: June 25. We are talking about North Korea going into South Korea which re-instituted the
draft and all.

MOSES: Exactly.

Q: Well what were you pointed towards?



MOSES: | really didn't have a clear idea. | took examinations for graduate school and was
accepted. | applied to Princeton's Woodrow Wilson, Fletcher School, and SAIS. | was accepted
at all three and went to Woodrow Wilson. | thought | would have a career in the Foreign Service.

Q: So you were at the Woodrow Wilson school of Princeton. You were there from what?
MOSES: | was there one year. It is a two year program. It is the only thing | failed to complete
in my life. | still toy with the idea of going back and getting my masters. | have gone back to
lecture. | was bored out of my mind. | felt that the students were bright and conscientious, but
dull as can be. They were being trained to join the Bureau of the Budget and, unfortunately, that
was of no interest to me, rather than broader international relations. | decided to go to law
school. | took the examination and was accepted at Harvard. Then | decided | had been in
school long enough, so | joined the Navy and asked Harvard if it would defer me, and it did.

Q: So you were in the navy from '52 to...

MOSES: '56.

Q: '56. What were you doing in the navy?

MOSES: | was a naval intelligence officer.

Q: Where did you go to naval OCS?

MOSES: At Newport, Rhode Island.

Q: And did they then identify you as somebody who could be an intelligence officer?
MOSES: No, not at all. | couldn't pass the eye exam to be a non-restricted line officer, so the
only thing | could qualify for was Naval intelligence. The training at Newport was the same for

everybody, the same for all seamen recruits. We were the lowest of the low. It was 16 weeks
learning how to be an officer aboard ship.

Q: Well then can we talk a bit about what you were doing in naval intelligence?

MOSES: | was assigned to NSA on the staff of the Chief of Naval Operations.



Q: Well NSA being...

MOSES: The National Security Agency, the same as it is today.

Q: Well you were part of which essentially in those days was monitoring...

MOSES: | was monitoring Chinese naval river traffic.
Q: Well while you were doing that | was a language officer, well not officer, | was an enlisted
man to Monterrey. | monitored Soviet airport things. Great training ground for an awful lot of

people | met later on who got involved in the foreign service. Where were you stationed?

MOSES: In Washington.

Q: How did you find that to work?

MOSES: | loved it because | went to law school at night.

Q: Where did you go to law school?

MOSES: Georgetown.
Q: Georgetown. So this meant you were pretty busy.
MOSES: Yes, and if | was on night duty, which | was part of the time, | went to day school. If |

was on duty during the day, | went to night school.

Q: Were you monitoring or were you reading the transcripts of things that were monitored?

MOSES: | was reading transcripts.

Q: What was the impression of the Chinese Navy in those days?



MOSES: It hardly existed. They had one cruiser, the Chunking, that had been a British cruiser
called the Aurora. The Brits gave it to the Kuomintang in '46 or '47. They had some river craft
and that was about it.

Q: So there really wasn't much to, but how did you like the navy?

MOSES: | loved the Navy.

Q: At Georgetown Law at a certain point did you sort of branch off to specialize in any particular
type of law?

MOSES: | don't think there was any specialization then. There were many required courses,
some electives. But | had no specialty. Ironically, when | came to Covington, the first thing they
had me do which | did for the next 20 years, was tax work. | had never taken a course in taxation
in law school. | just learned it on the job.

Q: Well it Iis probably the best way to learn it anyway.

MOSES: There were others in my age group who were doing tax work. One had been
editor-in-chief of the Harvard Law Review. He knew a lot of tax law when he arrived. They all did.
| knew nothing. | had never taken a course in tax or accounting. For some reason | was able to
adapt. | read at night. So after two or three years, | knew a hell of a lot of tax law.

Q: Well you got out of the Navy In...

MOSES: February 1956.

Q: How did you stand? Had you finished your law degree by then?

MOSES: No, | graduated from law school the following October, but | took the bar exam in
June, '56 before | graduated. | passed the bar and came to work at Covington &amp; Burling in
September of 1956 as an associate. | still had not graduated from law school.

Q: Had you gotten married in this time?

MOSES: Yes, | was married in November, '55.



Q: What was the background of your wife?

MOSES: She was a graduate of Vassar College with training in education, nursery school,
post-nursery school. She taught for a year at the Bank School in New York. Then we got married
and she came here. She taught at National Cathedral and at Holton Arms. She set up the
program at Holton Junior College to train teachers.

Q: So you became a real Washingtonian then?

MOSES: Yes.

Q: Can you talk about the law firm when you came in.

MOSES: Yes there were about...

Q: You came in about '567?

MOSES: | arrived September 19, 1956. There were about 90 lawyers. It was thought to be,
and probably was, the best law firm in Washington. The most famous partner was Dean
Acheson who had been Secretary of State. He was here. There were two partners more senior
than Acheson. One was John Lord O'Brian who was an enormous name at the bar and had
been assistant attorney general in WWI. He claimed, with some pride, that he hired J. Edgar
Hoover, and | think he did. The head of the firm was Edward Burling, who was a giant of a man
both physically and intellectually. He was then in his 80's.

Q: Well when you came in, what was sort of the focus of the firm?



MOSES: In those days it was a Washington practice. A lot of antitrust, a lot of regulatory
work. We had a partner named Tommy Austern, who had clerked for Justice Brandeis. He had
an enormous regulatory practice before the FTC and the Food and Drug Administration. If he
didn't have the biggest law practice in the country, it must have been close to it. We had Hugh
Cox who was a superb appellate advocate. Justice Harlan called him the "perfect advocate." |
think my first or second year here, he argued the Dupont, General Motors case. He was a
brilliant lawyer, extraordinarily cultured, well read, refined. Gerry Gesell, later a federal district
court judge, was a marvelous trial lawyer. Howard Westwood and others represented the
transportation industry, American Airlines, the American Transportation Association, major
raillroads, the Pennsylvania Rallroad, and other major U.S. corporations such as Dupont. |
remember doing work for the biggest companies in the country.

Q: How did lawyers work Iin this environment? | mean your law firm doing, what would you do as
a lawyer?

MOSES: When | came in, | was assigned to work for a tax partner. | did tax work for two or
three years. | also was sent to Legal Aid. So for six months | spent my time with Legal Aid trying
cases, which was my mi; 'atier. | loved that.

Q: What does that mean trying cases?

MOGSES: | was representing indigents in the District on whatever problems they had. The
most personal problems, family relations, government benefit claims, various kinds of
harassment suits. | was also for the next ten years or so assigned by the district court to
represent defendants in criminal cases. | was in the courts a good deal. | did both tax work and
litigation. Starting in '62 | was doing more litigation, less tax work. From that my practice evolved
into doing representational work for clients around the country, around the world on whatever
their problems were. A lot of litigation, but an enormous amount of negotiation, business
agreements, whatever.

Q: I am looking at the time now, and | will put at the end here, so we will know where to pick this
up. We are talking about the mid '50's. You talked about your work in the law firm. | would like to
ask about sort of the legal atmosphere in Washington, DC in the late '50's, still the Eisenhower
period. Also, since you did legal aid, the justice system and the government system in
Washington, DC and then we will talk about any interest you have in the politics, because that is
Washington. And we will talk about some of the clients you had and what you were doing and all
that.

MOSES: Fine.



Q: Today is 28 March 2005. Ambassador, here we go. Let's talk a bit about the 1950's and all.
What was, you know things change a lot. In the 1950's what would you say the legal climate
was? | mean was there sort of the K Street corridor of lobbyists or was it a different feeling?



MOSES: That is a fair question. | wasn't aware of lobbying. My law firm, Covington &amp;
Burling, didn't lobby. | think in those days we weren't registered under the Lobbying Act. But we
worked on matters that had high public identification and interest. We worked on the deportation
of the former dictator of Venezuela. Hugh Cox argued the Dupont, General Motors case which
may have been the most celebrated antitrust case since the breakup of Standard Oil under
Theodore Roosevelt. We represented American Airlines, which was very high profile, on route
applications. We represented the Pennsylvania Railroad that was the dominant railroad in the
East. We represented major corporations. Dupont. | remember Gillette came and asked me to
work on their foreign tax issues. | did the reorganization of Interpublic, an advertising agency, a
very complex matter. But lobbying wasn't part of what Covington &amp; Burling did, and it is
something | never did as such other than on a pro bono basis for public interest groups. The
major law firms at that time were Covington, which was the largest law firm, Hogan &amp;
Hartson, which was more of a local firm, in the Colorado Building in downtown Washington.
Arnold &amp; Porter, and, of course, then Abe Fortas' name was in the firm. It was Arnold,
Fortas &amp; Porter. It was a prominent firm. And about that time | think Lloyd Cutler and John
Pickering along with Mr. Wilmer set up Wilmer, Cutler, and Pickering. That was certainly a
superb law firm. The out of town law firms weren't here. | think in the '50's there was no New
York firm, other than Cleary Gottlieb, that had both a Washington office and a New York office. It
was quite fraternal. You had the uptown bar which we were part of, and then you had the
so-called 5th Street lawyers who did the criminal work, the street crime work, and tort work.
There were some very good plaintiff's lawyers, David Bress, later a United States attorney, and
Joe Bowman who was a good plaintiff's lawyer, and others. And there were a few well known
criminal lawyers. Edward Bennett Williams, of course, but in the mid '50's Ed Williams hadn't
come into the prominence he did in succeeding decades, nor had Paul Connolly. Paul was still
at Hogan &amp; Hartson. Ed | think, was on his own by then. But it was a much smaller bar,
and it was much more local. The divisions were between those who were born in Washington or
went to law schools in this area, GW and Georgetown, and the uptown bar which was populated
oy lawyers such as myself who were not born in Washington and went to Ivy League schools. |
nad gone to Dartmouth and Princeton, but | came here and went to Georgetown Law School, so
had my feet on both sides of the line, which was a great advantage. | knew local people,
particularly those who graduated around my time. Having gone to Georgetown, | felt some
affinity to the District Court here which was then populated by judges who had graduated from
Georgetown. Bo Laws was the chief judge. He had gone to Georgetown. On the Court of
Appeals were Barrett Prettyman and others who had gone to Georgetown. | think Judge Fahey
had gone to Georgetown as well. Many of the judges before whom | tried cases were
Georgetown graduates. | don't know whether that helped or hurt, but | had some pride in being
able to say to myself, | had gone to the same law school as the judge. We had, | think, more of a
sense of fraternity and collegiality than exists today.

Q: | have the feeling that today you know there is such a sense of partisanship. | mean you fall
In one place or another. Is that a fair thing to say, and was it a different attitude?



MOSES: Political partisanship?

Q: Yeah.

MOSES: Well, | have never seen it as acute as it is today. | think this crowd is almost
Stalinist. | signed an ad for John Kerry along with a hundred or so other former ambassadors.
John Eisenhower signed as well. | have been taken to task by people in the Administration for
having signed that ad. | just came back from Geneva where our Ambassador to the United
Nations in Geneva, Kevin Moley, barely talks to me today. Rudy Boschwitz, a former senator
who is chairing the U.S. delegation, is very critical of my having signed the ad. | said to Rudy,
"Look, this is a democracy." He took great exception to that, too. | have never seen a crowd that
IS as partisan, hard nosed and takes no prisoners. You are either with 'em or against 'em.

Q: How much did you get involved in international things. You talk about American airlines. At
that time were they looking for international routes?

MOSES: No, at that time there were no overseas routes. The only American flag carriers that
flew overseas in the '50's were Pan Am and TWA. American, United, Delta, all flew in the United
States. Some had routes to South America. Eastern had some South American routes. Others
may have as well. But the answer is, no, they were not international. My interest was
international because of my background; | was from birth interested in international relations. In
the '50's, it was the Eisenhower era. | didn't start practice until September of '56. Stevenson was
running for the second time against Eisenhower and got clobbered. | think most of the partners
in our firm were Democrats. Some very important partners were Republicans. | think the majority
of the partners were Democrats, and a vast majority of the associates were Democrats. By the
'60 election, | was involved in a minor way with the Kennedy election. But up to that point |
wasn't doing anything internationally at all, at least that | can recall. It wasn't until after that.

Q: Was there much of sort of an international representation in the law firms.

MOSES: Yes, Covington had an international law practice. Dean Acheson was the senior
partner. A man named John Laylin was a senior partner, not as senior as Mr. Acheson. He was
representing Pakistan in the Kashmir dispute. Howard Westwood represented Venezuela in the
deportation of Jimi;,2nez. We were representing some mining companies in South America. But
other law firms also had well developed international practices. At that time the Washington law
practice, the uptown practice, was largely antitrust and dealing with the federal government on
behalf of clients outside Washington. More of the international work was done in New York, not
Washington.



Q: You mentioned the Jimi¢ 2nez case. You were involved in that?

MOSES: | was not. Howard Westwood did that.

Q: What was the issue?

MOSES: The issue was whether he would be deported. He was the former dictator of
Venezuela. | don't know what the issues were, whether it was the legality of his entry into the
United States or the crimes he was charged with in Venezuela that made him subject to
deportation, but a lot of bodies at Covington were devoted to the case. Howard brought in Sid
Sachs, a friend of mine, from the DC Bar Association, now dead for 15 years, to help in the trial.
Sid was a former assistant U.S. attorney and knew the local bar very well. | was not involved in
the Jimi; Y2nez deportation case. | didn't handle international matters until much later.

Q: Was he deported?

MOSES: Yes.

Q: You said you did some pro bono work.

MOSES: A great deal.

Q: What sort of pro bono work?



MOSES: At that time Covington assigned associates to spend half time at Legal Aid. Early on
iIn my tenure at Covington, | was spending time at Legal Aid handling whatever matters came
over the transom. A lot of it was litigation. | remember trying one interesting matter for a woman
named Helen Stevenson. She had been married to a Naval Academy graduate named
Stevenson. He died, and she remarried. Her second marriage was annulled, but the second
husband died before the statutory appeal period had expired. Her second husband had 30 days
to appeal and died on the 29th day. She then applied to receive a pension as the unremarried
widow of Stevenson. The Veterans Administration turned her down on grounds that she
remarried. The case was before Judge McGuire in the United States District Court. | filed a long
brief, something we don't do anymore. The judge decided that she was the unremarried widow
of her first husband. One interesting fact | left out: She didn't get the annulment. |t was more
complicated. The Veterans Administration said she was the widow of her second husband,
because the annulment did not become final until the time for taking an appeal had expired or, if
an appeal was taken and perfected, until it was decided. | came up with the argument, sort of a
nunc pro tunc argument, "now for then." That he didn't file the appeal, and having not filed an
appeal, there was no intervening event, and once he died, the 30-day period expired and the
annulment became final. Judge McGuire agreed with me, but it was a lesson in humility. He
didn't pay any attention to my legal arguments. He said, "This isn't fair." That was the end of it.
The assistant U.S. Attorney said, "l agree with you, Judge." So | won that one, not on the merits,
but on the sympathy of the judge.

Then | had another case in juvenile court for a poor fellow that was divorced. He wasn't
making any money. | loved the little guy. His wife was running around. She found another guy
which was the cause of the divorce. She hauled my guy into Juvenile Court for failure to make
support payments. The guy didn't have any money. He was hustling as best he could. He
actually put aside a couple of dollars on a sled for his children. In those days you put money
down at the store and you paid it off the best you could. | felt so sorry for the fellow. His wife was
a no-gooder and he was trying as best he could and working as hard as he could. | argued that
case before Marjorie Lawson who was the Juvenile Court judge. Marjorie liked my argument and
later got me to work for Kennedy in the 1960 presidential race. She was co-chair of the Minority
Rights Committee for Kennedy. She was Afro-American. She and Belford, her husband, were
very prominent in the local bar. He was a good trial lawyer. Marjorie was a good political
operator and a smart lady. She also persuaded me to represent Bethune College in Florida.
Mary Bethune was head of the National Association of Negro Women. This is all from the late
50's or early '60's.

Q: Yeah, during the 50's at this time, how would you describe from sort of the law perspective
and the law firm and all, the status of African Americans?



MOSES: As best as | can recall, none of the white firms had Afro-American lawyers.
Covington hired its first Afro-American lawyer in the 60's, a man named Tyrone Brown who had
gone to Cornell Law School and clerked for Chief Justice Warren. Ty was assigned to work for
me. Long before | had asked one of the partners why Covington didn't hire Afro-American
lawyers. His response was, "We can't find any qualified Afro-Americans." The one who would
have been qualified, Bill Coleman, who later became Secretary of Transportation, had been a
Supreme Court clerk for Justice Frankfurter. He went to the Gibson Dunn firm after he was
Secretary of Transportation. | believe he was later its managing partner. Bill now is in his 80's.
But | am not sure Covington went after Bill Coleman. It is a little bit like the George Marshall
story. He was asked in the 1960s why the Redskins didn't have any Afro-American football
players. He said, "l tried to hire Bobby Mitchell, but the Cleveland Browns wouldn't sell him."
What he did was call the owner of the Browns, Paul Brown, and ask, "Would you sell or trade
Bobby Mitchell?" Paul said, "Nothing doing." That was the extent of his trying. This is when
Mitchell was a standout running back for the Cleveland Browns. Bobby later played here. He is a
friend of mine, he and his wife Gwen. Then Marshall was gone and the new ownership brought
in tons of African American ball players. | guess the great majority of players in the NFL today
are African American. But there weren't African American lawyers in white firms in the 50's.
There were African American lawyers trying cases, some very good ones. Turkey Thompson
who later set up an insurance company here became a Superior Court judge.

Q: Did you feel that the law system as you saw it was fair toward the African Americans or was
there a bias? How would you describe it?

MOSES: It is hard to say. | am sure there was bias. The first African American judge in D.C.
may have been Marjorie, and she was on the Juvenile Court. There were no African American
judges on the federal District Court, the Court of Appeals, or the Supreme Court. In the
Municipal Court | don't think there were any African American judges except in the Juvenile
Court section. That all changed. Aubrey Robinson was one of the early African American
judges. He was on the Municipal Court and later became chief judge of the U.S. District Court.
There were two or three others. Aubrey, and Bill Bryant. They didn't come to the Municipal Court
until the late 50's or early 60's. Later they were both chief judges of the U.S. District Court.

Q: Well then you got involved in the Kennedy campaign. What were you doing and what was
your feeling about this, because this was sort of an energizing period, | think, within the body
politic.



MOSES: | don't have a clear recollection. First, let me state | traveled with the entourage from
Saturday night before the election through the election and on to Hyannisport. The morning after
the election | talked with Bobby Kennedy. It was very exciting. | didn't have a real role. The fact is
that Marjorie, as a payoff for legal work | had done for her various causes, just put me on the
campaign plane. | wasn't assigned to do a thing and | didn't do anything. | had no real
iInvolvement in anything other than being an up-close spectator. It was strange. | would have
liked to have done things, but didn't sign on early enough to be given responsibility, and in the
end it was simply a payoff for things | had done for Marjorie. It was an interesting time. John
Kennedy was not the hero he later became. Among the people | knew, he was probably the third
choice to be the Democratic candidate, after Chester Bowles and Hubert Humphrey.

Q: He was sort of a lightweight senator wasn't he?

MOSES: He was considered a medium-weight senator, largely a creature of his father's
political payoffs and maneuvering. He was known to be ambitious. In the Democratic primaries
Kennedy knocked off Humphrey in West Virginia and elsewhere with a lot of brass knuckles and
money spreading. The Kennedy's were a tough crowd, a lot tougher than the lvy League boys
that | ran with. A hell of a lot less naive. But | saw all those fellows up close. | saw Kennedy in
Watertown, Connecticut at 1:00 in the morning the Sunday before the election. He started giving
his talk about Stanley Baldwin, Why England Slept, which was the name of his book.
Thousands of people were in the street; it was terrible weather, cold and raining - women with
hair curlers. He looked out at the crowd and started laughing at the irony of it all. He was talking
about Baldwin in Watertown, Connecticut, an industrial city. People didn't know whom he was
talking about. It got to him. Earlier in the day the motorcade headed in the wrong direction on the
Long Island Expressway. Kennedy had his driver stop; he jumped out and went into a gas
station to ask for directions to wherever we were going. It was Great Neck or some other place.
This was the human part. There were enormous crowds. In Burlington, Vermont, he spoke in a
hangar. | was standing next to Arthur Schlesinger, Jr. | asked him whether he had foreseen the
enthusiastic support. As you know, Arthur Schlesinger is terribly pompous. He said, "Oh yes,
blah, blah." | said to myself, bullshit. But he was a great wordsmith and a preeminent historian.
Kennedy wanted his help on speeches.

Q: He seemed to collect an aura of people who were intellectuals, but they seemed to be used
as tools.

MOSES: Kennedy? Oh he kept them around as adornments, absolutely. | got to know quite a
few of his people. | used to play tennis regularly with Stewart Udall. Stewart stayed on for eight
years. Stayed on with Johnson. | got to know Stewart very well.



Q: He was Secretary of the Interior.

MOSES: Yes. He was from Arizona, and a good Secretary of the Interior. | worked with him on
saving Merrywood, Jackie Kennedy's ancestral home, when the Auchincloss family sold it to a
developer for a high-rise apartment. | came up with the notion of placing a scenic easement on
the property; Stewart Udall agreed. The scenic easement blocked high-rises. Then | got the
Internal Revenue Service to rule that persons who donated scenic easements could take a tax
deduction for the value of the easement. The neighbors around Merrywood did this. The story
was on the front page of The Wall Street Journal - not my name but the ruling | had obtained for
my client, one of the neighbors. | went to the Hill to testify on scenic easements. Franklin Delano
Roosevelt, Jr. was on the committee. So | was playing at a low level with some interesting
issues.

Q: What was your feeling about Robert Kennedy and his operation at the time?

MOSES: Fact be known, most of the people | knew had a low opinion of Bobby. We
remembered him from his McCarthy days. He was on McCarthy's staff headed by Roy Cohn. We
thought Cohn was lower than a snake.

Q: Robert Kennedy, they were nasty.

MOSES: They were very nasty. And they were chewing up people who couldn't defend
themselves given the setting, many of whom had flirted with or had indeed been involved with
the Communist Party 10, 15, 20 years before. They were pretty much hopeless, helpless
knaves. Bobby was very acerbic, very tough, as was Cohn who turned out to be a dastardly
figure, a smart guy, but a real bastard. He sent shock waves through this town and through the
country. So the opinion of Bobby was lower than the opinion of his brother which was not very
high either. That all changed. Bobby became Attorney General which shocked everybody. The
consensus was it was a bad appointment. He wasn't qualified and being the President's brother
raised all kinds of issues, but he turned out to be a stellar Attorney General. He brought in a first
class team of assistant attorneys general, and switched from being a very tough prosecutor to
being a person committed to the underclass in America. Was it genuine or was it political
convenience? Who's to say?

Q: | always had a hard time reconciling this. | never warmed up to the warm lovable Bobby
Kennedy.



MOSES: | don't think he was ever warm and lovable. He was always a tough guy, but he
iInspired great loyalty. He and Ethel. Ethel was tougher than he. She is still alive and living not
far from us. She was as tough as could be. But their public persona was rather magical, as was
John Kennedy's.

Q: Yeah, | mean it continues to this day.

MOSES: Well, John Kennedy wasn't as good a president as his image. We now know that he
was very much handicapped by Addison's Disease, a lot of pain. He spent gobs of time chasing
women. Robert Kennedy called one woman secretary in our firm asking if she would go out with
his brother, Jack, who had seen her on television. She said she turned it down. Whether the
story was true or not true | don't know. She was a beautiful woman. She was a niece of Tris
Speaker who had been an outfielder for the Cleveland Indians and who gave us the memorable
phrase about Walter Johnson, the "Big Train," who pitched for the Washington Senators in the
1920's. His line was, "You can't hit 'em if you can't see 'em."

Q: As you got further along into the 60's, did you find that politics began to, did you get more
involved in politics?

MOSES: Yes, race was the big issue in the 60's. It was the major domestic issue. | went to
the first swearing in of the second chairman of the EEOC, a friend, Stephen Shulman. Johnson
spoke. He wasn't impressive, but there it was in the Roosevelt Room in the White House. | was
very much involved in what we thought was important work in the Afro-American community, the
black community. | was president of Hospitality House which was almost entirely Afro-American.
We were pushing very hard.

Q: Well did you feel that the law establishment was a tough nut to crack as far as here in
Washington? | mean Washington was probably more southern than most southern cities as far
as...

MOSES: First of all, | was at Covington &amp; Burling, probably the most prestigious law firm
in Washington. So | was starting out at a great advantage. Whatever | did in terms of civil rights
was done at little cost to me. | don't deserve much credit. It wasn't a sacrifice of income or
anything else. | enjoyed doing it; | believed in it, but it wasn't at my personal sacrifice. The local
schools were desegregated right after Brown vs. Board of Education in 1954.

Q: That was around '54.



MOSES: '54. The restaurants | think, were desegregated at the same time, but there certainly
was no equality. | don't believe there were any Afro-American families living in white
neighborhoods other than Georgetown which had a lot of Afro-Americans living there 80 to 100
years before. But the only Afro-American families that remained when | lived there were
remnants of emancipated slaves. They had extremely modest homes. A lot of churches were
Afro-American, still are, but the congregations had moved across town. We moved to Virginia in
1960; it was the same thing. The persons who had come to Virginia in the preceding 20 or 30
years and lived in more affluent sections of McLean were all white. There were black families,
but they lived in areas that were exclusively black; they had been there for 100 years or more. |
tried to register them to vote which was thought to be a big thing. | would go house-to-house and
ask them if they had registered. Many of them hadn't. They were very proud people. | think some
of them were educated; certainly their children were educated. They lived in their communities
far longer than we had.

Q: Well as we are moving into the 60's and all, did you get involved in sort of the international
wing of either the law or the political process?

MOSES: Never did in law. | haven't until this day other than to represent businesses abroad,
and a few individuals. | represented lots of businesses that were multinational or located
abroad. That just evolved over time. However, | did become increasingly involved in Middle East
iIssues in the 70's.

Q: | was wondering, going up to the 60's and 50's, what about Jewish issues, and this would
move into Israel and all that?

MOSES: Well, the springboard for everything | have done in the international field was my
organizational affiliation in the Jewish community. | was chair of the Washington chapter of the
American Jewish Committee in the late 60's. | was in my 30's. The national president was Arthur
Goldberg. | used that as a springboard to become increasingly involved in Middle East affairs,
Israel-related issues, and refugee issues. That is what got me to Romania. That is how |
became ambassador to Romania two decades later. | also chaired the committee on behalf of
the organized Jewish community that negotiated with the Business Roundtable on the law
passed by the Congress making it illegal for Americans to participate in the boycott of Israel. |
testified in the House and Senate. As | said, | chaired the negotiating committee on behalf of the
organized Jewish community. There were three of us: Max Kampelman who later was Counselor
at the Department of State, and Paul Berger, a Washington lawyer. Max was our leader.

Q: | have interviewed him.



MOSES: Max's book mentions that this was probably the springboard for his later being
named chair of the U.S. Delegation to the Helsinki Talks. He wasn't the original chair; he was
co-chair, but he ended up being chair when Griffin Bell, former Attorney General under Carter,
resigned.

Q: A prominent figure during the Watergate hearings wasn't he?

MOSES: No, | don't think so. He was a judge on the Fifth Circuit and then Attorney General.
He had resigned for personal reasons and gone back to Atlanta. Carter appointed him chair of
the Helsinki Delegation; Max was number two. Max really went to work, was effective, and |
think Judge Bell acquiesced to Max's de facto leadership, and after a time resigned. | am quite
sure there was no friction. Our effort in opposing the Arab Boycott is how | first met Paul
Sarbanes and started working with him. | met with a lot of the key figures in the Senate and the
House and the White House. | started before Carter was elected. | originally was involved in 75
when Elliot Richardson was Secretary of Commerce, Bill Simon was at Treasury and Kissinger
at State.

Q: How did you feel during the Nixon time?

MOSES: | loathed Nixon. | thought he was an absolute scoundrel, unbalanced, a
mean-spirited scoundrel that was Machiavellian, mentally unsteady. He was a very strange guy.
In retrospect, everything he did was not bad.

Q: No. God, compared to what is happening today.

MOSES: In his domestic agenda he was fairly liberal. | don't know whether he believed in it or
whether he thought it was politically expedient. His main interest was foreign policy. He had Pat
Moynihan for a time as his domestic policy advisor. Moynihan was a carryover from Rockefeller
days. Both Kissinger and Moynihan started with Rockefeller. Kissinger became a complete
chameleon. | don't know whom | trusted less, Nixon or Kissinger. Kissinger may have been the
worst Secretary of State in the history of the Republic.

Q: One of the great problems was he didn't let people know what he was doing.



MOSES: Oh, he was purposefully devious. He enjoyed hiding the ball. He wouldn't let anyone
else share the glory. He wanted to get involved in anything that had any profile, but he screwed
it up starting with SALT I. What else? The negotiations with the Viet Cong could have ended the
war in '68, but it was he or Anna Chennault (Mrs. Claire Chennault) who told Viet Nam President
Nguyen Van Thieu he would get a better deal from the Republicans than President Johnson
was offering. Thieu pulled out of the negotiations. It took five years to negotiate the deal with the
Viet Cong. Tens of thousands of American boys were killed. We ended up with a national
disaster. Dij Vetente was a mistake. Kissinger never understood the moral superiority of the
West and the fragility of the communist world. He wanted to create a Metternichian balance of
power in Europe. He failed to see (or at least acknowledge) the atrophy that had occurred in the
Soviet Union. Stalin had killed many would-have-been future leaders, repressed dissent,
devastated agriculture and set the Soviet empire on a course that could only lead to economic
and political stagnation. Even in Kissinger's day, the handwriting was on the wall. Brezhnev was
desperately trying to hold the pieces together. Communist theology had become empty slogans,
a mantra chanted, but not believed. Uprisings in East Germany in 1953, Budapest in 1956, and
Prague in 1969 made it clear that, given the chance, countries under Soviet occupation would
bolt. Kissinger wanted to keep the lid on, not risk confrontation with the Soviet Union. He came
up with the wonderful phrase "organic links" between the Soviet Union and the countries of
Central and Eastern Europe as a way to stabilize the region. He was simply dreadful.

Q: Also on the Helsinki accords, since he had not initiated them, | didn't realize this sort of
ended up as the key that helped to really change the whole relationship.

MOSES: He had an enormous ego. Remember his convoluted way of speaking and his
profundity? People gave him credit for knowledge and sagacity, sort of like Alan Greenspan.

Q: Well during this time as you were involved with Jewish organizations, did you see a change
or a split or something between, you know at one point | think almost everybody in the United
States thought Israel was great and all this, and the Palestinians were sort of a peripheral group
and all. It took quite awhile before all of a sudden the realization came that there was something
else. They were also people with aspirations.



MOSES: It is more complicated than that if you will permit me. Early on, Israel was not held in
high regard in this country. The government was thought to be socialist, and it was. The country
was thought to be largely non-religious, and it was, and its mere existence was considered by
the foreign policy establishment to be contrary to our interests. Truman's decision to recognize
Israel, which historians can argue about, | would like to think was taken for humanitarian
reasons, not political reasons. Goodness knows, at one time or another he stuck his thumb in
the eyes of everybody in this country including organized labor. He went to the Hill to draft the
railroad workers into the army. He took on John L. Lewis; he took on virtually everyone. He was a
feisty guy. He made the decision largely because six million Jews had been Killed in the
Holocaust, and he believed Jews deserved a country of their own. As you know, once he made a
decision there was no looking back. The relationship between Israel and the Truman
Administration in the ensuing four years was not close. Truman recognized Israel's
iIndependence, de facto in '48; he was in office until January of '53. During that period the prime
minister of Israel never visited the White House. This coolness continued under Eisenhower,
particularly with the Suez War. The British and French, together with Israel, clobbered Egypt.
Eisenhower ordered the Israelis to pull out of the Sinai in February of '56. The issue in those
days was not the Palestinians; it was more the Arab world, our friendship with the Saudis and
others. People in Washington had a real chip on their shoulder regarding Israel. The State
Department crowd was very frosty towards Israel. | remember former Assistant Secretary of
State Lucius Battle telling me in '82 when Israel invaded Lebanon, "Tell your soldiers to get out
of there." "OK, Luke, what do | tell, the Marines, the U.S. Army, the U.S. Navy?" He said, "No,
you tell your Israeli soldiers." | said, "Luke, you are confused. | am American." | think he was
anti-Semitic.

Q: Well I think it was more than that. | mean there were other things because you know | think it
has often been put that the people who are involved in middle eastern affairs went there for love
of Arab. It was maybe a career thing.

MOSES: Sure it was career driven, but there was also resentment. State always felt that
Truman recognized Israel for political purposes over the objection of General Marshall who was
Secretary of State at the time.

Q: | think he was Secretary of State at the time. If | recall it was that, and Marshall said you
shouldn't do it.



MOSES: Marshall said, "l am not sure | can support you in the '48 election if you recognize
Israel.” That was really something, but the President, being the guy he was, called it the way he
saw it. But there was resentment. By the 60's when AIPAC was operating effectively on the Hill,
there was the sense that Congressional interference negatively impacted U.S. foreign policy.
The attitude at State was, "We decide what U.S. foreign policy should be." A decade later,
Zbigniew Brzezinski, then National Security Advisor, was interviewed by the Kuwaiti press. He
was asked, in effect, would American foreign policy be different if it weren't for the influence of
the Jewish community in the Congress. Zbig answered, "l can't answer that question. What you
are really asking me is would American foreign policy be different if we were not a democracy.
The answer is yes, it would be different if we weren't a democracy, but we are a democracy."
That was a great answer. But | heard all during this period that Jews were using their political
influence to twist and bend American foreign policy in favor of Israel.

Q: | know | sat in two countries where | watched political influence come. One was Yugoslavia
with the Croats basically Catholic, basically exerting a lot of pressure.

MOSES: Well Tito was a Croat.

Q: The other one was in Greece where the Greek Americans on Cyprus and everything else.

MOSES: Oh, no question. When we get there, | will tell you about it. Sure. But | think your
guestion is when did the country come to realize that the crux of the issue was the Palestinians
and their aspirations. That was clearly recognized by 1976 with the Brookings Report that Bill
Quandt wrote. Carter took that as his bible. That is the policy he followed until Sadat went to
Jerusalem in November, 1977. So the recognition that the issue was Palestinian-Israeli was
clearly postulated in '76 with the Brookings Report.

Q: How did you find within | mean how did this impact on you? Did you find this a report that
made sense in the...

MOSES: It made sense up to a point. It was written by Bill and others, but primarily Bill. His
wife is Palestinian. The issue was Palestinian-Israeli. But the Palestinian leader was Arafat, and
he turned out to be an unreliable interlocutor and negotiator. | was on the White House lawn in
August '93 when Arafat signed the Oslo Accords with Rabin and Peres. | would not shake
Arafat's hand. He had ordered the murder of the American ambassador in Khartoum and the
Station Chief. A dastardly person. But Clinton was always forgiving. Being a great politician, he
realized you had to deal with Arafat or no one.



Q: Well to come back, my question was at the time, how did you find it because it had changed
quite a bit. APAC, the American...

MOSES: AIPAC, the American-Israeli Public Affairs Committee, was started in the 50's by Si
Kenen, who was effective on the Hill, a good lobbyist. Initially, AIPAC had some non-Jewish
board members. Over time it has made an enormous difference. The first visit by a prime
minister to the White House was by Eschol in 1964 when Johnson was President. The first
American military planes sold to Israel were under Kennedy. A far bigger sale took place under
Johnson after the Six Day War when we sold Phantoms to Israel. Rabin was here then as
ambassador. He had a great deal of influence, particularly with the U.S. military which
traditionally had been anti-Israel. It is entirely different today. There were no Jews of influence in
the upper echelons of State or DOD. Ironically both Nixon's Secretary of Defense and Secretary
of State were Jewish by birth. Kissinger was almost a Jewish apologist. He certainly made it
difficult for Israel. Indeed, during the Yom Kippur War, until the President intervened, Kissinger's
policy was to let Israel bleed. Then it would have to come to him and he would be able to control
the situation. Very Machiavellian.

Q: This is tape 2 side 1 with Alfred Moses.

MOSES: He had no affinity with the Jewish community.

Q: This is Schlesinger.

MOSES: He was Secretary of Defense. He had no affinity with the Jewish community. He had
converted to the Lutheran faith while at Harvard. Nor did Kissinger despite the fact that his
father was Orthodox and he grew up in an Orthodox home. He divorced his first wife who was
Jewish. His second wife, Nancy, is not Jewish. Most of the people of influence in the DOD, both
in uniform and non-uniform, were at best frosty towards Israel. AIPAC changed this through its
ability to rally support on the Hill, particularly in the Senate. When Kissinger went to Israel in
September 1975 and talked about a "reassessment,"” there was a letter from 96 senators
saying, "No, Mr. Secretary." So the political hammer was quite influential with the Ford
Administration and with succeeding administrations. Every president knows there are limits as
to how far he can go without running into a major fight on the Hill.

Q: Well then did you get involved with the Nixon administration much?
MOSES: No. | never laid eyes on Richard Nixon. | was in the White House under Johnson and

Ford. | was close to Phil Buchen, Ford's counsel. The Ford Administration was wonderful to work
with. | met with President Ford on several occasions. But Nixon, no.



Q: Erlichman and Haldeman?

MOSES: Never. | worked with the White House counsel's office when | was representing the
Kennedy Center. Leonard Garment in the Nixon White House was enormously helpful to me on
Kennedy Center matters. | had no dealings with the Nixon Administration on behalf of the
Jewish community. | didn't become active until the Ford years in terms of speaking to the White
House, going up on the Hill, for Jewish causes.

Q: What about the Carter administration came in from the election of '76 but came in in '77. Did
that engage you?

MOSES: Yes. | chaired the negotiations with the Business Roundtable on the anti-Arab
Boycott legislation on behalf of a broad coalition of Jewish organizations and was at the White
House frequently garnering support for the agreement we struck with the Business Roundtable.
Commerce and State were opposed; they were still operating under the Ford Administration's
script.

Q: This is on what issue now?

MOSES: The legislation countering the Arab Boycott of Israel, the secondary and tertiary
boycotts that applied to any company that did business with Israel or that did business with a
company that did business with Israel. An office of the Arab League sent questionnaires to
companies doing business primarily in Saudi Arabia. The legislation made it illegal for an
American company to respond to that questionnaire.

Q: Well this was done by the Arab league.

MOSES: Correct.

Q: | remember | was amused. This goes quite a ways back. | was in Dhahran as a vice counsel
and found out that IBM had a, this is the days of card sorting, not computers, and had a card
sorting outfit, a small one in Israel. So they were going to boycott IBM. The Egyptians said,
"Wait a minute. Our entire military mobilization scheme is based on the IBM cards. We can't do
this." Did it seem to be an effective boycott or not?



MOSES.: It is hard to say. It certainly discouraged doing business with Israel and investing in
Israel, even doing business with companies that did business in Israel, depending on the
company's clout. They didn't want to take on an IBM, but smaller businesses, sure. | testified at
the Congressional hearings in the House and Senate. So did a spokesman for Dresser
Industries who said, " We don't comply with the boycott, but we think it is bad legislation
because the Saudis will react negatively, and hurt U.S. businesses." "All business-related
legislation," Senator Sarbanes replied, "has some impact on business, starting with the Social
Security Act. Moreover, if you are not complying with the boycott, what difference does it make
to Dresser?" Dresser's spokesman did not answer. Not all businesses were opposed. General
Mills supported the legislation solely as a matter of principle; they thought the boycott was
wrong. | immediately went out and bought General Mills stock.

Q: Well did you run into conflict with sort of equivalent of another ideological boycott, and that is
Communist, dealings with communist countries?

MOSES: That was a different issue, but | was involved with getting MFN, most favored nation
treaty status for Romania in the late 70's and early 80's. That was controversial, but the Reagan
Administration was on my side. We used the legislation to get Jews out of Romania. Its status
was up for renewal every year, and if the Jewish community had opposed it, it wouldn't have
passed. We fought very hard. | had a two-day meeting in Washington over a July 4 weekend Iin
1979 when that was the issue. Romania sent a special emissary, its former ambassador to the
Jnited States, Cornelia Bogdan. We pushed him very hard. We ended up with an agreement so
that any Jew who wanted to leave Romania could leave. A list of Jews applying would be given
to the Chief Rabbi and he, in turn, gave it to me. We were equally effective on boycott matters.
But Jewish emigration from Romania did not touch at all on what | was doing on the Arab
Boycott.

Q: Well this is your first real contact on the Romanian issue?

MOSES: | went to Romania in '76 on my way back from Israel. Young people came up to me
on the street asking me to help get them out. | did that until Ceausescu fell in '89, 13 years later.
That brought me in contact with a lot of people such as Zbig Brzezinski who was then in the
White House; he was very helpful. | met with Carter's counsel, Bob Lipshutz, who was also
helpful. In the 80's | worked closely with Roz Ridgeway, Assistant Secretary of State for
European affairs. Mark Palmer was then the regional director at State and later ambassador to
Hungary. Tom Simons, a few years later our ambassador to Poland, also pitched in, as did
Martin Wenick. Whenever | asked to come over, State was receptive. It was the same earlier at
the Bureau of Near Eastern Affairs (NEA) when Hal Saunders was Assistant Secretary. | met
with him regularly. Also his predecessor, Roy Atherton. Hal asked me to write the first draft of
what became the Camp David Accords. It was an amazing time.



Q: What was your impression of the whole Camp David negotiations?

MOSES: It was a bit surreal. For 13 days Sadat and Begin did not talk to each other except
the first day and the last. Carter did the shuttling. Saunders did most of the drafting. He came
out with a marvelous document. | later met with Sadat in 1980 in his home in Mit Abul Kom in
the Nile delta. His only regret was that, in his words, Begin did not have the courage to go on
with the Palestinian part of the Accords. The Camp David Accords had two parts. One,
Egyptian-lsraeli, the other Palestinian-Israeli, that called for Palestinian autonomy. Begin signhed
the document that recognized "the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people." He went quite far.
It did not call for an independent Palestinian state as our policy is today, but it was the first
recognition by Israel of the political right of the Palestinians to govern themselves. Sadat was
the most impressive public figure | ever met. He was a true visionary and a strategic thinker. It
was he, not Kissinger, who orchestrated the disengagement agreements in the Sinal preceding
his visit to Jerusalem in November 1977. Two weeks after Sadat was assassinated, | visited
Cairo to meet with Hosni Mubarak, Sadat's successor. Mubarak reaffirmed Egypt's commitment
to carry out the terms of the Egyptian-Israeli Peace Treaty, which was important in itself, but in
other respects he seemed wooden, lacking Sadat's forcefulness and charisma. From Cairo |
went to Jerusalem to meet with Prime Minister Begin who talked at length about Sadat's funeral.
The funeral was on a Saturday and, in order to observe the Sabbath, Begin arrived Friday
afternoon. He stayed in what he termed "Egyptian army barracks." Lowering his eyes and
wrinkling his nose, he said they were "filthy." He then proceeded to recount his walking in the
funeral procession and having Sadat's son came up, Kiss him on both cheeks and tell him, "l
consider you my father." A week or two later | was talking with President Carter who also
attended the funeral. He told me what moved him most was when Sadat's son came up to him,
kissed him on both cheeks and told him, "l consider you my father." How many fathers can one
person have?

Q: Of course at that time we still had sort of the Palestinians with Arafat. They were very difficult.

MOSES: Indeed they were. Aratat had been kicked out of Jordan. He went to Lebanon where
he remained until '82, when the U.S. took him by ship to Tunisia. The issue then as now is
whether the Israelis should have stayed in the territories occupied in the Six Day War. Following
the war, there was a major debate within the Israeli government. Some wanted to withdraw
immediately in return for an end to the conflict. But Arafat and the Arab World could not accept
the humiliating defeat of the '67 War. A few months later, in Khartoum, they came up with the
three "No's" - No negotiation, No peace, No recognition. That killed it until today. Had the Arabs
oeen willing to negotiate and recognize Israel, the Israelis would have withdrawn in '67.




Q: Unfortunately that whole very sad situation is full of lost opportunities.

MOSES: Lost opportunities, but the Israelis were responsible too, including Sharon. He
pushed the settlements. He was the major architect of the settlement policy. The Labor
government was much more circumspect. Initially, Labor called for settlements along the Jordan
River and in the Jordan Valley, but not elsewhere. Sharon supported the illegal settlements that
In time became legal. | think his disengagement plan today for Gaza is the wrong approach.
What he should do is dismantle the illegal settlements on the West Bank. Forget about Gaza
until there is formal agreement. Israel needs to be a country of law and order. The settlers In
Gaza are there legally. The government put them there.

Q: The Romanian connection, how did this, | mean were you acting sort of on your own or was
there...

MOSES: On my own. | first went to Romania as a vice president of the American Jewish
Committee, but later | was on my own. | was in Washington; | was an activist, and | started
pushing to get Jews out of Romania, individual cases got solved. In this | enlisted the support of
the administration. Brzezinski agreed to put Jewish emigration in Carter's talking points for his
meeting with Ceausescu in '78. Ceausescu said it was a domestic issue, but Carter wisely
replied, "No it isn't; it affects the relationship between our two countries.”" Ceausescu was not
one to negotiate. He was very difficult.

Q: Did you get involved with Ceausescu?

MOSES: | met with him three times.

Q: What was your impression of him?

MOSES: | thought he was vastly overrated. | couldn't understand how he wielded the power
he did. He was physically unimpressive, flabby and short. He didn't exert any sense of power or
stature. The first time | met him was at the Waldorf Towers. He was wearing a blue serge suit. |
guess all communists wore blue serge suits in those days. | met him again in Predeal, Romania
in January 1980, a two-hour meeting. | still have my notes of the meeting. He just harangued; he
was incapable of saying anything profound. He thought he was far more important than he was.
He took credit for the Sadat/Begin meeting which neither Begin nor Sadat thought he deserved.
Sadat did ask Ceausescu if Begin was reliable and did he have the strength to be effective.
Ceausescu answered affirmatively. Whether that influenced his later decision to go to
Jerusalem, | doubt. Sadat indicated to me it did not. | think Ceausescu's intervention was of no
real importance.




Q: In the 70's when you got involved, what was as you saw it the plight of the Romanian Jews?

MOSES: Jews in Romania had been tossed out of everything. Originally there was some
Jewish, very prominent Jewish involvement in the communist movement in Central and Eastern
Europe. But after the Slansky trial, in '52 in Prague, Jews were systematically thrown out of
governments in Central and Eastern Europe. Stalin was an anti-Semite. He had liquidated the
Jewish leaders Trotsky, Zinoviev and others. Molotov was married to a Jewish woman. Stalin
used to needle Molotov about his Jewish wife. Kaganovich survived, | don't know how. After the
"doctor's trial" in '49 in Leningrad, Stalin turned on the Jews. What happened was that "national
communism" took over and nationalists in the region were historically anti-Semitic.

Q: Did this reflect directly on Romania? | mean was the communist movement, the Romanians
had a reputation as being anti Semitic stemming from WWII.

MOSES: The Iron Guard was virulently anti-Semitic. Later 150,000 Romanian Jews In
Transnistra were murdered in '41 and '42 under Antonescu. We can go into that if you wish. But
later these communist despots, once ideology went by the wayside, fell back on nativism to
buttress their regimes. Ceausescu was typical. In ways obvious and not so obvious, he
encouraged anti-Semitism or certainly let loose forces of anti-Semitism. Jews who had had
prominent government positions were thrown out, starting with Ana Pauker. This was before
Ceausescu was in power. So by the time | got there in '76, Jews who had been in government
were unemployed. Some had been falsely charged with crimes. One man | met, who had been In
the foreign service, was accused of padding his expense account, and he probably did.
Everybody did because the official allowance was not sufficient to eat or get a hotel room. This
was well known. But this man went to prison. | later helped get him out of the country.
Conditions were very difficult.

Q: | thought we would sort of finish up this part and then | would let you free.

MOSES: | enjoy this. Your questions have been superb. | am sort of skipping around in my
answers so | am not sure it is coherent.

Q: Well at the end you will have a chance to reorganize it. You will get the thing and it will be on

a disk and it can be put in. We are raising a bunch of issues. On the, there are two sides. One is
to get the legislation in the United States. You were saying you had the president and Congress
and all.



MOSES: The original MFN legislation was in '75 before | became active. | didn't pick up on it
until '76-77. | had nothing to do with the original MFN legislation granting Romania most favored
nation treaty status on a year-to-year basis. That preceded my involvement. | became active Iin
the annual renewals.

Q: Well | know in the 60's | was in Yugoslavia where that was...

MOSES: Romania did not get MFN until '75 or '76. This was during the Ford Administration.

Q: Well was there any particular resistance on the part of the Romanians or were they out to get
some money, so much per head?

MOSES: Romania sold its Jews to Israel for $2,000 a head, but | did not know this until after
Ceausescu fell. They were selling their Germans for $2,000 or $2,500 a head. Chancellor Kohl
greatly resented the Romanian hold-up. Even after Ceausescu was gone, he strongly distrusted
Romania.

Q: Well Hitler did a certain amount of selling in his early days.

MOSES: | think he did.
Q: ...of Jews before he turned completely nasty. | mean he couldn't have been more, but there
was a selling process.

MOSES: | was very naive. The Israelis would come to see me. | still remember their names.

They never let on at all that this was going on. | should have been a lot smarter than | was.

Q: Well what sort of arguments could you advance, saying this would be better relations or
what?



MOSES: | never defended the Ceausescu regime. The one time | testified on the Hill | said
that the situation in Romania was "horrible," my exact words. Unlike others, | never said
anything positive about Ceausescu. What | said was that under the Jackson-Vanik Amendment,
which was the legislation in issue, Romania's Jews had the right to emigrate, and therefore,
however deplorable the situation in Romania, MFN was the one lever we had to get Jews, and
others, out. We were able to do precisely this. | helped a Christian minister get out of Romania.
He now has a church in Northern Virginia. | helped another minister who had been put in jail for
distributing Bibles. | was also able to get the official Baptist translation of the Bible printed in
Romania. | could not have done this without MFN. In retrospect, was it the right policy? | don't
know. Successive administrations, including the Reagan Administration, supported what | was
doing largely because they saw Ceausescu as someone independent from the Soviet Union.
Romania was not a member of the Warsaw Military Pact. The United States may also have
been getting some intelligence from the Romanians, but if we did, it was probably not worth a
damn.

Q: Was the issue about Romanian Jews going to Israel because so many of these headed
about the time when something like 50% of anybody who got out of the Soviet Union ended up
going to Austria and then heading for the States?

MOSES: That wasn't true of Romania's Jews. They chiefly headed for Israel. From the Soviet
Union they went to Austria, and then to ltaly, where about half went to the United States and
half to Israel. That was not true of Romanian Jewry. They went directly from Bucharest to Israel.

Q: Was that, | mean there were flights that took them right in.

MOSES: Absolutely.

Q: So there was no sort of choice as...
MOSES: They got their visas for Israel. They flew on TAROM and El Al planes. There was air

traffic between Tel Aviv and Bucharest.

Q: Did you get any feeling at the time for the assimilation of the Romanian Jews into the body
politic or whatever it is.



MOSES: In Israel? Romanian Jews are very prominent in Israel. At one point it was probably
the second largest ethnic community. About 400,000 Romanian Jews ended up in Israel. There
was a larger emigration from Morocco in the 50's. Later Russian Jews came in even larger
numbers. Many people in prominent positions in Israel were born in Romania. Two former
ambassadors here, Meir Rosenne and Moshe Arad, were born in Romania. Mendy Meron, a
former Israeli military attachi; 2 here, was born in Romania. There are scores of Israelis of
prominence born in Romania. Romanian Jews have not been disadvantaged. They have been
quite successful.

Q: Were they coming, the Romanian Jews, | am talking about the time you were working on this.
Were they coming from any particular sector of...

MOSES: About half the Jews lived in Bucharest, the other half outside the capital. The
numbers going to Israel were proportionate to where the Jews lived.
Q: What about professions?

MOSES: That's harder to say. Most Romanian Jews by the mid 70's were well educated,
because the Romanian populace as a whole was well educated.
Q: In other words we are not talking about a farming population.

MOSES: No, to the contrary. We are talking about people who were either tfradesmen,
business people or professional people. A lot of engineers, some lawyers, some doctors.
Romanians under the communists were well educated, less so before the communists took
over. Jews traditionally were much better educated than the general public.

Q: They hadn't had the ghettoization?
MOSES: No, but there were Jewish neighborhoods in Bucharest, and Jews were overly

represented in proportion to their numbers in the professions, medicine, law.

Q: You didn't have this, you know, we think of Fiddler on the Roof and all that, these small little
shtetls.



MOSES: Well the worst ones were shtetls. | visited some of them. But by the mid 70's they
were pretty well gone. The Jews had been urbanized. That wasn't true in the years before. It
was true by the time | got there. The Jewish shtetls that | visited were Dorohoi and a few others.
It was just a remnant of the Jewish community of yesteryear.

Q: Did you get involved in any of the other nationalities? You mentioned the Germans and Kohl.
What about the Hungarians?

MOSES: Not before | was ambassador. When | was ambassador | did a lot with the
Hungarian community. Before that, | didn't even know the Hungarian community except for a few
members of the Congress such as Congressman Schultz from Pennsylvania who was quite
active on behalf of ethnic Hungarians in Romania. Schultz was a member of a CODEL to
Romania in 1980. | was there. The CODEL went right from the plane to the chief rabbi's office.
First they asked the rabbi about discrimination against Hungarians. The rabbi said, "l am only a
rabbi. That is not something | can respond to, but if you asked me personally, | don't think there
Is discrimination." He was Romanian; he had come from Moldavia and probably shared the
general Romanian feeling about ethnic Hungarians.

Q: Was there any at the time Moldavia was part of the Soviet Union.
MOSES: This is Moldavia which is one of the original two Romanian principalities, Wallachia
and Moldavia. Many Jews lived in Moldavia. Former Chief Rabbi Moses Rosen was from
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